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EAST GRINSTEAD TOWN COUNCIL

AMENITIES AND TOURISM COMMITTEE – 16th March 2017 at 7.00pm

Present: Cllr Peacock (Chairman)
Cllr Mrs Mainstone (Vice Chairman)
Cllr Mrs Mockford (Deputy Town Mayor)  

Councillors Dabell, Hodges, Mockford, Saull, 

Officers Present:  The Town Clerk, Estates Manager, Responsible Finance Officer, Burial 
Services Officer and Community Services Officer    

304 PUBLIC QUESTIONS

There being no questions the chairman moved along with the agenda

305 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Cllr Mrs Belsey Away
Cllr Mainstone (Town Mayor) Attending MSDC meeting
Cllr Sweatman unwell
Cllr Wyan Attending MSDC meeting 

306 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None 

307 MINUTES OF MEETINGS 8TH DECEMBER AND 19TH JANUARY

RESOLVED: To approve the minutes of the meetings held on 8th

December and 19th January

308    CHAIRMANS UPDATE

The Chairman advised that the planning change for the street markets was due to be 
submitted imminently.

309 TOWN PROMOTIONS REPORT

The Chairman commented that the date for an expanded Feast Grinstead has been 
settled as 1st October, it was commented that the line had been issued and was now 
back with Royal Mail, although more expensive was more reliable.  
The report was noted. 

310 ESTATES AND COMMUNITY SERVICES REPORT

The Chairman invited Mrs Merricks to outline the proposal for the disabled access to 
the piazza.  She explained with reference to the report that this was to ensure there 
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was a second exit that did not need to involve the opening of the Meridian Hall, it 
would be locked except where a hire was using the hall and/or piazza. The 
Committee agreed that the design would be in keeping and it was appropriate for this 
to be opened up.  

RESOLVED: for the officer to continue with the planning application 
for this door.      

The remainder of the report was noted with the Chair advising that the tables and 
chairs were awaiting costings and the West Sussex and Mid Sussex partnership 
agreements (with exception of the graffiti) were now agreed for 2017/18.  

311 QUEENS ROAD CEMETERY

The Clerk advised that something had to be done with the cemetery even if the ideas 
of bringing it back in to use were not supported. The maintenance could not safely be 
carried out now that the Badgers tunnelling was so extensive.  At the very least this 
would need attention. A meeting with the Belfry residents was due to take place on 
Friday to outline the plans subject to the Committee agreeing to look at this further 
but also to agree this year’s position.

The Committee felt the opportunity presented was a good one with real possibility of 
attracting funding. They felt this could be a great opportunity to address the issues of 
cemetery land available.

RESOLVED: that the officers should continue to pursue this option and 
bring plans and grants news back to the committee in due 
course.     

312 BURIAL REPORT

The report was noted 

313 DELEGATED DECISIONS

It was noted that there were no delegated decisions this quarter.

314 EAST COURT : COMPLEMENTARY USE AND HIRE CHARGES 2017

The Chairman introduced the report and Mrs Merricks outlined the changes to the 
charging scheme aimed at encouraging winter lets.

RESOLVED: to recommend to Finance and General purposes

1) That political groups elected and holding seats on East Grinstead Town Council 
may have access to free room bookings (to a maximum of 12 per year) for 
discussions pertaining to the forthcoming agenda.  Bookings to be made through 
the appropriate officer and where meetings are not kept and not cancelled with at 
least 1 week notice to be reported to the following A and T committee.  The 
meetings will not have staff support with exception of basic caretaking duties.      

2) The Charges for East Court Buildings to be applied from April 2017 as laid out in 
Appendix A to the report. 



173

315 ST MARGARETS LOOP

The report was noted with pleasure that something was coming forward.  

316 SUMMER EVENTS PROGRAMME 2017

It was clarified that the approach to hold outside cinema at East Court had not been 
pursued by the organisation that had approached the council. 

The report was noted.

317 ANY OTHER URGENT BUSINESS

There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.52 pm.

SIGNED:

CHAIRMAN


